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It was also thought worth while to examine the strain sensitivities of random cultures of the parasite lest there had been a change which was not as yet reflected by therapeutic failures. At the same time, in view of the observation by Nicol, Evans, McFadzean, and Squires (1966) that organisms of the genus Mimae could "inactivate" the drug, the vaginal flora of these patients were also examined for the presence of organisms capable of inactivating the compound.
Methods
The techniques for isolation and sensitivity testing of the parasites in the case of patients who had apparently failed to respond to treatment were as described by Squires and McFadzean (1962 Table) : it so happened that no one patient harboured more than one organism capable of inactivating the compound. Seven of the isolates were Strep. faecalis, four were E. coli, three were Gram-positive cocci, one was a Proteus sp., and one a Klebsiella sp. It was possible to follow-up eleven of the sixteen patients. Of these, five responded satisfactorily to 200 mg. metronidazole three times a day for 7 days and five defaulted. One patient had three cervical smears positive for 161 Discussion There is still no evidence of the development of resistance of the trichomonad to metronidazole after widespread use of the compound in this country for some 8 years.
The question of the importance of the presence in the vagina of organisms capable of inactivating metronidazole has yet to be resolved. One patient had trichomonads present in cervical smears after treatment, but the reliability of identification of the parasite in the smears is in doubt (Hill, 1968 
